[New insights into the pathogenesis of ANCA-positive vasculitides].
Recent studies provided new insights into the pathogenesis of vasculitides associated with antineutrophil cytoplasm antibodies (ANCA). They yield more information about the pathogenic role of ANCA, the initiation of the immune response against proteinase 3, the expression of ANCA target antigens on neutrophil surfaces, endothelial damage and the mechanisms of vasculitis associated with propylthiouracil. The pathogenic role of antimyeloperoxidase antibodies has been established in vitro and in vivo in animal models and in human. A pathogenic role for antiproteinase 3 antibodies has not yet been clearly established in vivo although it is well documented in vitro.